Name of person being nominated: Ryan Dognaux

Nominee Team #: 357

Name of person submitting nomination:  Craig Howard

Describe why the person being nominated should be recognized through this award (600 words or less):
Ryan Dognaux is deserving of this award because he works constantly at teaching students about the importance of communication, and the utilization of engineering concepts.  Jokingly, other mentors from our team have said that Ryan looks like just another student.  Ryan is a mentor for Team 357, Royal Assault.  Ryan has been involved with robotics and engineering since middle school where he participated in Lego League.  Following that experience in middle school he was bit by the FIRST bug which is why he participated in FRC on Team 234, Cyber Blue.  After his graduation from high school Ryan went on to attend the University of Purdue where he majored in Computer Graphics Technology.  Ryan was then hired by the Boeing Corporation.  After making the move to Pennsylvania Ryan began mentoring Team 357 where he began to inspire students into careers in STEM and to instruct them on proper methods of communication which is why he is deserving of the Duel Masters Award.


Ryan’s ability to inspire young people can be attributed to the fact that young people can easily relate to him.  He has inspired our team members to push the envelope when it comes to the design process, for example due to Ryan’s involvement with the Boeing Corporation the team decided to model one of our SeaPerch projects after the V-22 Osprey’s tilt rotor design.  Ryan has worked alongside other mentors and students to develop a Vex Robotics Summer Camp for pre-high school students so they could be introduced to the engineering discipline.  Ryan taught them engineering concepts.  When it comes to inspiring the use of problem solving skills Ryan has held lessons to teach other members of the team how to use various mathematical concepts to ensure robust and structurally sound designs.  Ryan has inspired members of our team to become an effective communicator by stressing the importance of working in groups to compromise to meld the ideas together.  He has also instructed team members on how to talk to judges.  Along with Ryan’s ability to instruct and inspire all aspects of our team he is also adept at communicating with students, mentors, and corporate sponsors alike.

Ryan communicates with students very well.  An example of his terrific communication skills is that Ryan encourages members of the team to bounce ideas off of him for feedback.  Ryan communicates with adult mentors just as well.  For example, Ryan brought two other mentors to our team and they have all became vitally important to our team.  The acquisition of two other mentors falls under the category of communication because it shows that he expresses his interest in teaching and inspiring young people to other people.  Due to this he drew in two other mentors that became vital cogs in the team.  Ryan has communicated actively with corporate sponsors like Boeing.  For example, due to his involvement with the team our team has traveled to Boeing to give presentations and to observe what goes on there.  Ryan has been involved with Alex’s Lemonade Stand.  Also, the team gained Boeing as a sponsor.

Therefore, Ryan Dognaux is incredibly deserving of this award because of how inspirational he is to all members of the team.  A member of the team was quoted as saying that Ryan’s involvement with the team is why he is able to attend meetings and become a leading member of our Vex team.  Other members have said that Ryan is an excellent role model, a great friend, and more than deserving of this recognition known as the Duel Masters award.

